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Information for File # 2012-00666-MMJ

Applicant: Bill Monk (City of Chaska)

Corps Contact: Melissa Jenny

Address: 180 East Fifth Street, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1678

E-Mail: Melissa.m.jenny@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5363

Primary County: Carver

Section: 8

Township: 115 N. 

Range: 23 W.

Information Complete On: July 16, 2014

Posting Expires On: July 26, 2014

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We 
have made a preliminary determination that some of the aquatic resources that would be 
impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act. If we make an approved jurisdictional determination, it will
be posted on the St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The City of Chaska proposes to discharge 
fill material in wetlands adjacent to the Minnesota River for the purpose of constructing a 
levee around the Chaska Athletic Field ballpark for flood protection.

Currently, the ballpark floods during a 10-year storm event which requires frequent and
costly remediation efforts. As proposed, the levee would provide flood protection up to a 
50-year event.

The proposed levee would be approximately 1,800 feet in length, beginning at the 
existing Corps of Engineers concrete floodwall (West Creek diversion channel), around 
the ballpark, and would tie into the abandoned Union Pacific railroad grade. 
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: As a result of the project, approximately 0.45 acre of floodplain forest 
wetlands, and approximately 0.68 acre of fresh wet meadow wetlands would be 
permanently lost, totaling 1.13 acres of impacts to waters of the United States.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The City of Chaska has proposed the following
alternatives:

1) The no-build alternative would avoid all impacts to waters of the United States, 
and the ballpark would continue to flood during 10-year storm events. The no-
build alternative was dismissed because it fails to meet the applicant’s stated
project purpose, on-going maintenance and costs of clean-up after flooding events 
would remain.

2) An alternate configuration was considered. The City of Chaska has noted that 
wetlands could be avoided by constructing the levee closer to the ballpark; doing 
so, would provide the desired flood protection; however, this would eliminate all 
parking spaces for vehicles, and many mature trees would need to be removed. As 
such, the alternate configuration was rejected.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: To compensate for lost wetland functions, the City 
of Chaska proposes mitigation at two separate sites. Wetland mitigation site 1 would 
provide approximately 0.8 acre of wetland restoration and approximately 0.12 acre of 
wetland creation. Wetland mitigation site 2 would provide 1.68 acres of wetland 
restoration. The two sites would total 2.6 acres of restored and created wetlands.

Drawings: See attached.
















