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Information for File # 2011-00019-LED

Applicant Cook County

Corps Contact Leslie Day

Address 600 Lake Avenue South, Suite 211
Duluth, Minnesota 55802

E-Mail leslie.e.day@usace.army.mil

Phone 651-290-5693

Primary County Cook County

Section Section 24; Section 19

Township T. 62N.; T. 62N.

Range R. 1W.; R. 1E.

Information Complete On July 1, 2014

Posting Expires On July 21, 2014

Authorization Type LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

Project
Project Description and Purpose:
Cook County proposes to reconstruct the existing runway at the Cook County Airport in 
Grand Marais, Minnesota to enable the Airport to support and accommodate aircraft 
needed for regional aerial fire suppression airport operations. The applicant has stated 
that the existing runway is inadequate for use by large fire suppression aircraft, which 
were unable to utilize the airport during four previous fire suppression efforts in the area.
This limited the effectiveness of fire suppression efforts in those cases.
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The existing runway is 4,199-feet-long and 75-feet-wide with taxi turnouts. According to 
the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), which is responsible for fire 
suppression efforts at the airport, a minimum 5,000-foot-long runway is required to 
satisfy its aircraft firefighting operation needs. To meet Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) safety requirements for these aircraft, the runway width would need to be 
increased to 100-feet. The proposed project would extend the length of the runway to 
5,000-feet, increase the width of the runway to 100-feet, and add an additional taxi 
turnout to the runway’s west end.

The FAA completed an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the project, which evaluated 
ten (10) onsite construction alternatives. The Final EA was approved by the FAA and the 
FAA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) determination for the EAs 
preferred alternative on August 19, 2011. The preferred alternative identified in the EA 
(Alternative C) is the project proposed by Cook County.

Project Involves:
The project would result in the loss of some terrestrial habitat for a variety of wildlife, 
including the Canada lynx, a federally-listed threatened species. The project is located 
within the designated critical habitat boundaries for Canada lynx. This species could use 
the area for hunting, feeding, resting, as a travel corridor, and for raising young.

The project is located within the 1854 Ceded Territory as determined by the Treaty of 
1854.

Name, Area and Types of Waters (Including Wetlands) Subject to Loss:
The project would involve the discharge of dredged and fill material in approximately 
0.64 acres of alder thicket wetlands adjacent to Junco Creek for the extension of the Cook 
County Airport’s runway. A wetland delineation report was completed in November 
2008, and revised in October 2009. The Corps has field reviewed and approved the 
wetland boundaries as delineated and shown on the project plans.

Compensatory Mitigation:
Compensatory mitigation for the approximately 0.64 acres of permanent wetland impacts 
in Bank Service Area (BSA) 1 would be required for the project under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  The applicant has proposed to withdraw Corps approved mitigation 
credits from the Little Brule Headwaters Mitigation Bank (BWSR Account #1564) in 
BSA 1 as compensation for these unavoidable impacts to waters of the United States.

Drawings See attached.










