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Information for File #2009-03771-DAS 
 
Applicant  Minnesota Department of Transportation   

Corps Contact David Studenski 
Address  1114 South Oak Street, La Crescent, MN 55947 
E-Mail  david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil 
Phone   (651) 290-5902 
 
Primary County Winona  

Section  Sec. 23 

Township  107 North 

Range   7 West 

Information Complete On April 11, 2014 

Posting Expires On  May 4, 2014 

Authorization Type  LOP-05-MN 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. 

    
PROJECT INVOLVES: This project involves work in the Mississippi River and its 100 
year floodplain.  The Mississippi River is listed as state-impaired water for fecal 
coliform. 
 
Project Description and Purpose (As stated by the applicant):   
 
The applicant has proposed the rehabilitation of the existing TH 43 Winona bridge and 
the construction of a new two-lane girder bridge upstream of the existing Winona bridge 
over the Mississippi River (River Mile 725.8) in the city of Winona, Minnesota.  The 
project also includes the reconstruction of local road connections to the 4th Street/Winona 
Street intersection on the south end of the project and on Latsch Island on the north end 
of the project.  When complete, the rehabilitated bridge would carry two lanes of 
northbound traffic and the new bridge would carry two lanes of southbound traffic.  The 
new bridge would include a 12-foot wide shared use bicycle and pedestrian facility and 



 2 

the walkway on the existing bridge would be removed.  Construction of the new bridge 
would last from summer 2014 through fall 2016.  The rehabilitation/reconstruction of the 
existing bridge would last from approximately fall 2016 through spring 2020.  The 
purpose of the project is to address concerns about the structural stability of the existing 
bridge and to meet the transportation needs of the area serviced by the existing bridge. 

 
Aquatic Resource Impacts (As stated by the applicant): 
 
Impacts would occur to wetlands adjacent to the Mississippi River.  A total of 0.19 acres 
of wetland would be converted to upland and 1.68 acres of flood plain forest wetland 
would be impacted as a result of tree clearing.  The impacts are identified as follows: 
0.009 acres of shrub carr wetland would be impacted for the construction of stormwater 
pond outlets, 0.538 acres of floodplain forest would be temporarily impacted by tree 
removal in a construction staging area, 1.147 acres of floodplain forest would be 
impacted by tree removal for construction access, 0.036 acres of wet meadow wetland 
would be converted to upland for the construction of a stormwater pond and roadway 
construction, and 0.144 acres of flood plain forest would be converted to upland for 
roadway construction. 
 
In addition, impacts in the Mississippi River would include the following: 0.03 acres of 
temporary impacts would occur in conjunction with the use of cofferdams for new pier 
construction, 0.22 acres of permanent impacts would occur in conjunction with new pier 
construction, 0.19 acres of temporary impact would occur in conjunction with dredging 
associated with investigation of existing piers, 1.63 acres of permanent impact would 
occur in conjunction with the placement of rock riprap for pier scour protection, and 0.10 
acres of temporary impact would occur for construction access at the south side of the 
bridge.  

 
Alternatives Considered (As stated by the applicant): 
 
The no-build alternative would not address structural concerns associated with the 
existing bridge.  Alternative alignments would result in additional wetland impacts or 
would result in an interruption of transportation services. 

 
Compensatory Mitigation: 
 
The applicant has proposed to withdraw credits from the Hokah Wetland Mitigation Bank 
as compensatory mitigation for the impacts described above.  The applicant would debit 
0.38 acres of flood plain forest bank credits for the 0.19 acres of permanent wetland 
impact and debit 0.42 acres of floodplain forest bank credits for the removal of trees from 
1.68 acres of flood plain forest.  The bank is located in Sec. 31, T. 104N, R. 4W, Houston 
County, Minnesota.  The bank site is in the Root River watershed of the Upper 
Mississippi Region. 

 
Drawings See attached. 
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