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Information for File #2009-00228-DAS 
 
Applicant City of La Crescent    

Corps Contact David Studenski 

Address  1114 South Oak Street, La Crescent, MN 55947 

E-Mail  david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil 

Phone   (651) 290-5902 

Primary County Houston, MN  

Section  10 and 11 

Township  T. 104N. 

Range   R. 4W. 

Information Complete On April 30, 2013 

Posting Expires On  June 29, 2013 

Authorization Type LOP-05-MN 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   

    
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The applicant has proposed the 
construction of a 1.04 mile pedestrian and bicycle trail along existing streets and an old 
roadbed component from Sycamore Street to Shore Acres Road in the city of La 
Crescent, MN.  The trail is identified as the Wagon Wheel Trail - Phase I.  The trail will 
eventually connect regional trails in Minnesota and Wisconsin.  According to the 
applicant, the purpose of the trail is to provide a safe and reliable connection, for non-
motorized modes of transportation between La Crescent, MN and La Crosse, WI while 
enhancing utilization of the Upper Mississippi Wildlife Refuge. 

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 

TO LOSS: The proposed project would include the discharge of fill material into a total 
of 0.5554 acre of seasonally flooded wetland and 0.0624 acre of shallow marsh wetland 
that is adjacent to the Mississippi River in conjunction with minor side slope grading of 
the old roadbed, repair of a previously blown out section of the roadbed, and the 
installation of a precast box culvert.  The impacts have been minimized by utilizing the 
old roadbed and by closely following the existing ground and adjusting the horizontal 
alignment.  The impacts are located in the Upper Mississippi-Black-Root Watershed. 

 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: Current pedestrian and bicycle traffic between La 

Crescent and La Crosse are limited to the shoulder of a high-speed and high-volume 
highway.  The shoulder is not separated from vehicle traffic.  The no-build alternative 
would not provide an alternative that is considered conducive to inexperienced bicyclists 
and pedestrians and would not enhance access to the US Fish and Wildlife Refuge.  An 
alternative alignment constructed along the highway would result in additional wetland 
impacts, impacts to the Wildlife Refuge, and was more costly. 

 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:  As compensatory mitigation for the wetland 

impacts described above, 0.6177 acre of wet meadow wetland credit and 0.6177 acre of 
upland buffer credit would be withdrawn from a mitigation bank site that has been 
approved by the Corps of Engineers.  The bank site is located in the SW ¼, Sec. 29, the 
SE ¼, Sec. 30, and Sec. 31, T. 104N, R. 4W; and the SE ¼, Sec. 36, T. 104N, R. 5W, 
Houston County, Minnesota.  The bank site is located in the Root River watershed, 
approximately 5 miles southwest of the impact site. 

 
 

Drawings See attached. 
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