
Minutes of River Resources Forum Meeting #62     _ 04 – 05 December 2001 

CEMVP-CO-CH        19 July 2002 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR Record 
 
SUBJECT:    Minutes of River Resources Forum Meeting #62, 04 - 05 December 2001. 
 
1. Introductions / Approve Minutes – A meeting of the River Resources Forum 
(RRF) was held on 04 – 05 December 2001 at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge in Bloomington, MN.  Attached is the attendance list and handouts from the 
meeting.  Following introductions, the Minutes from RRF #61 were approved as is. 

 
2. Agency Activities – Note:  Only the agencies listed below had significant 
information to report. 
 
 A.  MnDOT – Dick Lambert – There is the potential for a couple of beneficial use 
projects similar to that of Brownsville, MN up here in the Cities.  They are 1) 494 & Hwy 
61 and 2) Hwy 52 & 117th Street.  MnDOT and COE personnel will investigate. 
 
 B.  IDNR – Kevin Sczodronski – The Governor is reorganizing the state 
government, however this should not effect the Mississippi River; merging divisions, 
more field reps.  Early retirement program being offered; many takers; lots of 
institutional knowledge leaving. 
 

C.  MnDNR – Steve Johnson – The joint MnDNR & COE Whitewater Park 
project is now funded.  Project will affect the Pool 1 Dredged Material Placement Site; 
need to address this.  The project will become a new State Park. 

 
D.  NPS – JoAnn Kyral – The MAC pulled funding/participation out of Bureau of 

Mines property project, thus killing the project. 
 
E.  MPCA - Judy Mader – The reorganization is now complete, see Web site for 

details.  The 401 program has been eliminated; Judy is sending waiver letters to 
requesters. 

 
F.  FWS – Dan Stinnet – Dan is the new Field Supervisor.  Upper Miss Refuge 

manager’s position is still open. 
 
G.  USCG – Dave Pleasants – Homeland Security is #1 priority with USCG now.   

Many reservists are now active.  Implementing a Hazardous Cargo River Marshall 
program.  Will affect some pleasure boats. 
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H.  WiDNR – Terry Moe –  
1.  $1 to $1.3 billion budget short-fall this FY; 3% loss of funding source 

however, will be able to maintain current activities. 
2.  A new fish manager with lots of experience has been hired at Prairie du 

Chien.   
3.  Gretchen’s “Into the Outdoors” t.v. show (with Discover Wisconsin) 

has won a Regional Emmy.  Congratulations to Gretchen on the success of the 
show! 
 
I.  COE - Dan Krumholz & Leon Mucha – (62-1) 

1.  RRF meeting with General Flowers went really well.  The General has 
used the RRF as a positive example to other District’s as to how things can be 
done. 

2.  Regional Dredging Team will be meeting in the Quad Cities, IA on Jan 
9 & 10, see handout #1 for details. 

3.  Leon gave a presentation on the Safety Critical Waterways signs.  
Introduction to work beginning in summer ’02.  Restricted Area Study will have 
agency and public review period.  Planning to use symbols instead of words.  
There will be standard restrictions (i.e. 600’ above, 150’ below the dam) however, 
the upper four locks will have site-specific restricted areas (TBD).  Currently, 
there are no restricted areas on the spillways, however looking into 300’ above, 
20’/60’ below.  These restricted areas will be enforced by COE-NR (LaCrescent). 

 
 
 

3. Comprehensive Management Plan for UMRS/Nav. Study – Novak (COE). 
 This is an O&M component of the Navigation Study.  Tom Novak is the O&M 
Team leader for St. Paul District along with representatives from Rock Island & St. Louis 
District’s.  Team is reviewing current policies and practices.  Looking to modify current 
O&M activities to improve the environment.  Generate alternatives to current activities 
for July 2002 plan (Feb 2002 Draft). 
 
4. L/D Embankment Rehabilitation Project Study Plan – Helming (COE) (62-2). 
 There are 2 areas of work: 
  1)  Urgent repairs at 3 sites (L/D’s 5a, 6, & 8). 
   -Damage result of flood of 2001. 
   -Only parts of embankments, not entire structure. 
   -Maintenance of existing structures, same footprint. 
   -Include environmental enhancement features. 
   -Only L/D embankment work until Nav. Study is complete. 
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  2)  Repair Remaining L/D Embankments 
   -Comprehensive Plan, which is part of Nav. Study, is addressing 
embankments.  Result will be a thorough study of L/D embankments. 
   -Address environmental enhancements 
    a) High cost & complexity 
    b) Lower cost & complexity 
   -COE funding 
    a) GI – General Investigations, fund Nav. Study 
    b) CG – Construction General, fund Embankments 
    c) O&M – Ops & Maint., fund Flood Repairs 
   -COE will investigate the possibility of using GI funds to expand 
embankment study. 
   -Terry Moe (WiDNR) & Steve Johnson (MnDNR) disagree with 
overall process.  They do not feel there is enough time to review all of the L/D 
embankments. 
   -L/D Embankment Task Force is not needed.  Work will be done 
by the COE Planning Process Team (L/D 2 – 10 Team) and will be coordinated with 
normal RRF OSIT members and process. 
 
5. L/D 3 Safety & Embankments – Bailen (COE). 
 -Conducting Risk Assessment. 

-3-D models of navigation safety being reviewed.   
-Fish Passage designed, but not funded. 

 
6. Environmental Management Program – Powell (COE) (62-3). 
 A.  Reviewed handout. 
 B.  EMP workshop, St. Louis, 19 – 21 Feb 2002. 
  -Connectivity, structures, fish passage, overflow, natural system design, 
O&M concerns, evaluations. 
 C.  Working on new projects lists for FY03. 
 
7. Recreation Work Group – Otto (COE). 
 A.  Rec. Boating Study 
  -went well; draft report distributed. 
 B.  Beach Plans 
  -Pool 2, being printed, need water quality certification 
   -Pool 2 Beach Plan Endorsed by consensus. 
  -Pools 7 & 8 Draft out Jan to Mid Feb or sooner. 
  -RWG to give schedule of future Beach Plans at next RRF. 
 C.  All MWBAC files and film is at Steve Johnson’s (MnDNR) office. 
 
8. Navigation Work Group – Pleasants (USCG) (62-11). 
 -Reviewed meeting minutes from 23 Oct. meeting with BNSF to discuss critical 
area’s bank stabilization.  BNSF is working to properly stabilize their embankments. 
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9. Channel Maintenance Program – Tapp, Krumholz, & Machajewski (COE) (62-
4&5). 

A.  Brief presentation on COE construction season activities. 
B.  Containment Areas (Bathtub’s). 
 -COE will operate COE lands as operationally appropriate. 
 -Containment sites on FWS lands will be closed unless operationally 

appropriate.  Each site will be operated site specifically. 
 
10. Fish & Wildlife Work Group – Urich (COE) (62-6, 7, 8, & 12). 
 
 A.  Rick Frietsche recognition letter; write one for Nick Gulden too. 
 B.  Reviewed meeting minutes & handouts. 
 C.  Pool Plan Public Meetings. 
  -well attended 
  -post cards to attendees & mailing list stating that we’ll address their 
concerns.  Specific concerns to public coming. 
   -Each RRF agency will address their specific concern. 
   -Electronic review of all comments prior to public distribution. 
  -lots of work remains on upper pools 
  -suggested that Pool Planning go beyond St. Paul District boundaries. 
   -Have other district’s stay consistent. 
 D.  Public Involvement 
  -public overwhelmed with meetings 
  -annual “Pool Meetings” 
  -Re-activate Public Involvement Work Group 
   -COE potential coordinator 
   -COE will contact agencies about membership 
 E.  Drawdown 
  -9 to 12” drawdown in Pool 8 in 2002. 
 F.  Pool 5A Paddlefish Study 
  -additional funds needed to continue study 
  -COE will fund scaled-down study. 
 G.  Next meeting 05 Feb 2002, Onalaska. 
  
11. Weaver Bottoms Task Force – Moe (WiDNR). 
 A.  No report. 
 B.  Elevation of West Newton Colony Road 
  -Half moon landing road 
  -many potential impacts on Weaver Bottoms 
  -Permit issued by MnDNR for modified project 
   -gated culverts 
   -raise road 1-foot, not 2 feet as requested by locals 
  -colony may not have funding for project 
   -not happy with modified project 
   -road may stay as is 
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12. Water Level Management Task Force – Benjamin (62-9 & 10). 
 A.  Reviewed meeting minutes. 
 B.  Pool 8 Drawdown 

-Recommend a 50% reduction of 2001 Pool 8 Drawdown 
   -3 inches at La Crosse 

  -9 inches at L/D 8 
 -channel maintenance of Pool 8 was difficult 
  -Pool 8 was priority, other areas suffered (i.e. Pools 6 & 7) 
 -will seek follow-up electronic endorsement of 2002 Drawdown. 

 
13. Other Business 
 None reported. 
 
14. Next Meetings 
 April 23, 2002, Winona Area (Winona State University) 
 August 2002, Possibly aboard M/V Mississippi on up bound trip. 
 December 3 & 4, 2002, Bloomington (FWS Refuge Office) 
 
 
 

Daniel J Krumholz 
        Co-Chairman, RRF 
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