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St. Paul District 

Flood and Retaining Wall Project:  St. Croix River, Stillwater, Minnesota 
 

 
Stage 1 erosion control wall at the St. Croix River in Stillwater, 

Minnesota 
 
Contact 
Kevin Andersen, Project Manager 
(651) 290-5030     (651) 290-5258 (fax) 
kevin.a.andersen@usace.army.mil 
 
Location/Description 
Stillwater, Minnesota, is located on the St. Croix River 
approximately 15 miles east of St. Paul, Minnesota.  The 
St. Croix River is a tributary of the Mississippi River 
and is designated a Wild and Scenic River.  The purpose 
of the Stillwater project is to provide flood damage 
reduction and protection to the city of Stillwater.  The 
project is divided into three stages: 
 

Stage 1 consisted of repairing and reconstructing 
the existing double retaining wall that runs from 
Nelson Street on the south end to the gazebo on the 
north end.  Work was completed in 1997. 
 
Stage 2 involved extending a new double retaining 
wall to the north around Mulberry Point.  Work was 
completed in 2002. 
 
Stage 3 includes constructing a low floodwall/levee 
along the western side of Lowell Park and interior 
flood control. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Status 
An engineering documentation report for Stage 3 was 
completed in July 2008 to document the 
floodwall/levee design and establish an updated cost 
estimate for the Stage 3 portion of the project.  Prior 
appropriations were not sufficient to construct all 
features of Stage 3, so permission has been granted to 
divide Stage 3 into substages 3A and 3B.  An 
agreement has been executed with an 
Architect/Engineer firm to develop plans and 
specifications for Stage 3A, which consists of the 
interior flood control system (storm sewer collection 
system, pumping manholes, and gated control 
structure).  Stage 3A design is complete and ready for 
approval.  We are proceeding with an amendment to 
the Project Cooperation Agreement and 
soliciting/awarding a construction contract. 
 
Authority 
Section 363 of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1992; Section 301(b)(9) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1996; and Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2004 
 
Fiscal 
This project is cost shared between the city of 
Stillwater (25 percent) and the Federal Government (75 
percent).    
 

Federal cost $13,725,000 
Non-Federal cost $  4,575,000 
Total estimated cost $18,300,000 

 
     

Estimated Federal cost to complete             
Stage 3A         $  1,750,000 
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