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St. Paul District 

Emergency Levee Repairs:  Souris River Basin, North Dakota 

 
Levee repairs underway, November 2011 

 
Contact  
Nathan Wallerstedt, Project Manager 
(651) 290-5477     (651) 290-5258 (fax) 
nathan.h.wallerstedt@usace.army.mil 
 
Location/Description 
The Souris River flows from Saskatchewan, Canada, 
into North Dakota and then back into Canada.  Above 
normal precipitation during summer and fall 2010 left 
much of the eastern portion of Saskatchewan saturated. 
Snowfall in the winter of 2010/11 was significantly 
above normal throughout the basin.  The Souris River 
started to rise in April 2011 and continued to rise 
throughout May 2011.  Excessive rainfall throughout the 
basin contributed to the flooding issues. 
 
On June 22, 2011, mandatory evacuation orders were 
given for Minot, North Dakota, and the river overtopped 
the primary line of protection.  The Souris River peaked 
at 29,700 cubic feet per second (cfs) at Sherwood, North 
Dakota, eclipsing the previous record of 14,800 cfs set 
in 1976. 
 
Damage Assessment 
Many of the levees in Burlington and Minot, North 
Dakota, were overtopped.  This overtopping caused 
severe erosion and damage in many locations.  Ten 
interior drainage pumping stations were inundated by 
floodwaters and rendered inoperable. 
 

Status 
Project Information Reports to complete the repairs 
were approved in September 2011.  The repairs being 
executed in a series of contracts based on how critical 
the repairs are as follows: 
 
Package 1 - Critical Levee Repairs 
In November 2011 this package was awarded to repair 
critical levee breaches and perform the repairs at 
Renville County Park.  All repairs associated with this 
contract were complete June 2012. 
 
Package 2 - Pump Station Repairs 
This repair package was awarded date in April 2012.  
The repairs primarily consist of the replacement of 
electrical components that were inundated with 
floodwaters.  The pump station repairs are scheduled 
for completion in September 2012.   
 
Package 3 - Velva Repairs 
The construction contract was to be awarded in May 
2012 to repair severe erosion along the levee protecting 
the city of Velva, North Dakota.  Construction is 
scheduled to be complete in September 2012. 
 
Package 4 - Levee Repairs Phase 2 
This repair package consists of repairs located at six 
different sites in the basin.  The repairs are scheduled to 
be complete in November 2012. 
 
The St. Paul District continues to work closely with the 
Souris River basin communities to complete the repair 
work prior to the snow melt in 2013. 
 
Authority 
Public Law 84-99 
 
Fiscal 
The rehabilitation of the Federal projects at Renville 
County Park, Burlington, Minot, Sawyer, and Velva, 
North Dakota, and the work to repair the pump stations 
inundated during the flood are 100 percent federally 
funded.  The total cost of the repairs to the Federal 
projects in the basin is approximately $5,400,000.  All 
requested Federal funding has been received. 
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